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This past October, I attended the NSSF Rimfire Challenge World 
Championship, held in Ft. Smith, Arkansas at the Old Fort Gun Range. 
Formerly known as the Ruger Rimfire Challenge, the NSSF took over 
administration of the program in 2014. Rimfire Challenge matches are 
designed around the use of .22-caliber rimfire pistols and rifles, with 
competitors shooting various steel target stages in a match. The matches 
themselves are specifically designed to introduce new shooters to actual 
competition and provide them a way to get more involved with shooting 
after their initial introductions. To that end, these matches are also very 
family-oriented.

I witnessed the family involvement in the sport firsthand at the World 
Championship. In fact, there seemed to be almost as many families or 
groups of sisters and brothers shooting together as there were individuals 
and teams of friends. 

What was perhaps even more noticeable than the family element, 
though, was the amount of pink I saw on the range: Pink hearing 
protection, pink gun cases, pink sneakers, pink ponytail holders, pink 
pistols and rifles, and even one very talented grade-school girl shooting 
an 80-percent scaled Browning 1911 in .22 while wearing not only pink 
sneakers, but a skirt festooned with pink hearts. Pink, it seemed, was 
everywhere.

I came to the shooting sports late in life, well into my twenties. Then 
it was at the behest of a boyfriend. He was kind enough about the 
introduction and even took me hunting a time or two, but there wasn’t a 
lot of room to be feminine about the whole thing; I got taught the lessons 
about too-early mornings and long days of standing on the order of “This 
is how it goes, sugar, suck it up.” I only had to hear, “You don’t need 
mascara in the woods at 4 a.m.” once to skip that part of the pre-hunt 
routine.

Though I had a fairly nice introduction to firearms, that wasn’t always 
the case for the few other women I ran into from time to time on the 
range or in the hunting fields. Indeed, many were shooting only because 
it was the only way to see their husbands, all serious competitors, on the 
weekends. Even with that, the women kept to themselves, never seemed 
really excited about shooting or improving their shooting skills. 

That was back in the early 1990s. Things have changed, thankfully, 
since then. Women everywhere are encouraged regularly to join in the 
shooting games and hunting, with wonderful programs like Women in 
the Outdoors and the NRA women’s hunts of the late 1990s and early 
2000s, bigger than ever today and continuing to expand. The National 
Shooting Sports Foundation’s own First Shots Program is a huge favorite 
with women and young ladies. The independence and self-satisfaction 

By: Jennifer L.S. Pearsall, NSSF Director, Public Relations

The 
Power 
of     



25Volume 20 SPRING 2015

they find in this program, along with the camaraderie, does exactly what it’s 
supposed to – it empowers these ladies. 

I remember when the first pink guns came on the scene, I’m thinking roughly 
a decade ago, maybe a little further back. Many in the industry thought it was an 
unoriginal approach. Maybe it was then, but after witnessing what I did at the 
Rimfire Challenge – with all those young ladies talking to each other, helping 
each other, receiving help from their brothers and fathers and other shooters, 
and giving that same kind of help right back, all without any condescension 
or ridicule – pink seems to have provided a way for these young women and 
young girls to not only find a place in the shooting world, but do it on their 
terms. 

That seems to have brought them an automatic amount of respect. Not once 
did I hear anyone say, “Oh, she’s just a girl, what can you expect?” Not once 
did anyone roll their eyes and mutter, “Sheesh, a pink gun?” These girls, young 
ladies and women were all afforded the same respect as their male counterparts, 
were every bit their equals – and not one of them was afraid to do what they 
were doing with pink on and shooting pink guns. In fact, I’d venture that pink 
had erased many of the barriers that keeps men and women in the shooting 
sports separated and women from participating at all, for with their pink clothes 
and pink gear, these young women had confidence in themselves as individuals 
– and that’s all it took to fit in with everyone else.

The next time your daughter or niece or their cousin gravitates to the pink 
set of hearing protection muffs or the pink and purple gun case in your local 
gun store, the next time she wants to wear her pink sneakers to the range or 
asks to have her favorite pistol dipped pink, do it. That pink may be the thing 

that makes her “just one of the 
guys” – and isn’t that 

how every young 
new shooter 

should feel? 

PINK
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I love writing reviews like this! I get to test and evaluate all different types of firearms. 
This time I am over the moon! What a great shooting platform!

I am talking about the FN A5 SPR, 20” FLUTED BARREL, .308 WIN. 
This rifle is based upon the “Pre -64” Model 70 action. What that means for this rifle is 

that it has an historical action with a three-position safety, big external claw extractor, and 
blade ejection.

• Bolt-action with front locking lugs 
• .300 WSM or 7.62x51mm NATO/.308 

Winchester chambering 
• Three-position manual safety 
• “Pre-64”-style external claw extractor 

with Controlled Round Feeding 
(CRF) 

• Blade ejection allows the operator 
to precisely control the fired case 
ejection force 

• Short magnum length forged steel 
receiver with flat bottom surface 
profile for added rigidity and 
increased bedding surface area 

• Bolt headspace held to +/- .001” 
• Knurled bolt knob 
• Traditional Model 70-type adjustable 

two-lever trigger system 
• 20” fluted or 24” fluted, heavy profile 

hammer-forged, free-floating MIL-
SPEC barrel 

• Hard chromed bore 
• Recessed target-crowned muzzle 
• One-piece top-mounted steel MIL-

STD 1913 optics rail with additional 
20 MOA elevation built-in 

• Receiver drilled and tapped for 
oversize 8-40 mounting screws 

• Matte black finish on all exposed 
metal surfaces 

• Available with detachable box 
magazine (DBM)

• McMillan™ matte black synthetic 
stock with adjustable comb, upright 
grip profile, heavily textured gripping 
surfaces, semi-wide tapered fore-end, 
undercut buttstock profile 

• One steel bipod mounting stud 
• Four flush mount sling attachment 

points 
• Built to achieve and maintain a 1 

MOA standard of accuracy at 100 
yards 

• Made in USA

FN A5 Features

By: Michael Sacks

Tack Driver Has A New Name:       FNH’S A5 SPR .308



With all those features, you would hope that it puts the round where you want it. Rest assured that FN has done their homework. This 
is probably the most accurate /308 WIN rifle that I have ever shot. Really. I am comparing it to bolt-action rifles like the legendary Steyr 
Mannlicher SSG 69 and the Remington 700 PSS.

I found that once scoped with an ALPEN Apex XP 6-24 x 50 mounted with a Warne AR one-piece mount that the rifle shined. 
Shooting from the prone position, I was able to consistently hold sub MOA groups out to 600 yards. Targets out to 875 yards were a bit 
over 1 MOA, but the conditions were deteriorating at that time.

This is not a light rifle. If I wanted to take a rifle into the field for any length of time, I would opt for the Remington XCR Compact in 
/.308 WIN. Then again, the FN A5 SPR is designed for more stationary shooting. In that environment, it excels. 

The ammunition I used for this evaluation was hand loads based on the Sierra 168-Gr HPBT with Hodgdon IMR 4064.
The design of the FN A5 SPR allows the shooter to stay behind the scope while working the action and the detachable magazine 

functions smoothly and quickly.
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• Calibers: .300 WSM or 7.62x51mm NATO/308 Winchester 
• Barrel Length: 20” or 24” 
• Twist Rate: 1 in 12” RH 308 WIN 
• Twist Rate: 1 in 12” RH 300 WSM 
• Overall Length: 40” with 20” barrel 
• Overall Length: 43.5” to 45” with 24” barrel 
• Length of Pull: Adjustable via interchangeable spacers 
• Weight: 11.3 lbs. empty with 20” barrel 
• Weight: 11.8 lbs. empty with 24” barrel 
• Magazine Capacity: 4-rounds, with detachable box magazine (DBM)

FN A5 Specifications

The action is mated to a clod hammer-forged MIL-SPEC 
barrel with a hard chromed bore. A one-piece MIL-STD 1913 
rail is installed with 20MOLA built in. 

The rifle is fitted into a matte McMillan™ fiberglass stock. The 
cheekpiece height and length of pull are fully adjustable.

Well done FN!

Tack Driver Has A New Name:       FNH’S A5 SPR .308



 

 
800-784-4331 www.ruggedgear.com 

Rugged Gear Supports Junior Shooters 
Because We All Need Them! 

America’s young shooters are important to us all.   
These young athletes will be tomorrow’s adult shooters, 

preserving our shooting and hunting heritage.  These 
same young athletes are also good examples for others, 

both on and off the shooting range, portraying the 
 positive face of young people and 

firearms. 
 

Please join Rugged Gear as we support these young 
athletes and their shooting  

competitions. 

EXCLUSIVE
RRA HUNTER MUZZLE BRAKE

ROCKRIVERARMS.COM

LAR-8 X-1 RIFLE   X308A1750T  
TAN WITH OPERATOR A2 STOCK

MSRP: $1850*

Combining custom features and all-new  components with 
RRA’s years of experience  and dedication to making the 
best rifles  available, the RRA X-Series.

INTRODUCING THE 
LAR-8 X-1 RIFLE

* Prices are subject to change. Optics and scope mount not included.
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©2015 Magpul Industries Corporation. All Rights Reserved. Magpul holds a Trademark on all of its product names and logos.The following products are trademarks of Magpul Industries Corporation, registered in the U.S. and other countries: Magpul, PMAG.

PMAG
®

PMAG
®

PMAG D-60
DRUM MAG
The PMAG D-60 is a 
durable, lightweight and 
highly reliable 60-round 
5.56x45 NATO/.223 
Remington polymer 
magazine for AR15/M4 
compatible fi rearms.
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We decided to become Range Officers 
for several reasons. First of all, a couple of 
members at our local Holmen Rod & Gun 
Club asked us to become Range Officers 
because our club needed more of them. 
We were having trouble placing at least 
one certified Range Officer on each squad 
during our local matches. Secondly, we 
were told by a few of the Range Officers 
at our club that the best way to learn all 
of the rules of the USPSA is to attend the 
course and take the test. They explained 
that the better a person knows the rules, 
the better that person can play the game. 
Lastly, we both planned to be competitive 
shooters for many years, so becoming a 
Range Officer seemed like another great 
way to be involved in this great sport and 

give something back.
The Augusta Area Sportsman’s Club 

in Augusta, Wisconsin offered a Range 
Officer course last spring, so we decided 
to go. It was a two-day course (Saturday 
and Sunday). Most of the time was spent 
in the clubhouse, though we did get to 
spend an hour or two outside working a set 
up USPSA stage as a Range Officer. Once 
the two days were up, we were given a 
certificate of completion, but we still had 
to go home and take the RO test which we 
e-mailed to the instructor. We both passed 
and a few weeks later received our NROI 
certified Range Officers cards.

The information that the course and 
test are based on comes from the USPSA 
Handgun Competition Rules book. Topics 

covered are such things as: principles 
of USPSA competition, course design, 
course construction and modification, 
course information, range equipment, 
competitor equipment, match structure, 
match management, course of fire, scoring, 
penalties, arbitration and interpretation of 
rules, and miscellaneous matters. 

I feel that if you intend to compete in 
USPSA matches, you should know the 
rules. After all, this is a sport where we are 
running with loaded guns! Kind of funny, 
because my mom never let me run with 
scissors or a pencil in my hand, but now 
I’m running courses with a loaded gun. I’ll 
bet she never saw that coming when she 
dreamt of having a boy!

If you decide that you want to know 
more about the USPSA rules by becoming 
a Range Officer, you are probably 
wondering how to go about that. Well, it 
is pretty easy. First of all, go to the www.
uspsa.org website, then just look for the 
NROI header. They even have a creed that 
explains more about it.

Being an RO has a lot of advantages. 
Like I mentioned, it helps in knowing the 
rules. Also, if there are several RO’s on a 
stage, you can swap back and forth and 
have time to actually look over the stage 
prior to shooting, as well as load mags and 
visit with the other shooters. Most RO’s 

Last spring my dad and I decided to take the NROI (National Range Officer Institute) 
Range Officer course, so that we could become Range Officers in the USPSA. The 
Purpose and Goals of NROI are:

• Establish national training standards for Range Officials.
• Advise on aspects relating to the safe conduct of competition.
• Advise on rules of competition and principles of good course design.
• Certify and recertify Range Officials.
• Serve and support local and national USPSA matches.
• Where relevant, offer support for international matches.

By James DeLambert (15)
Becoming a USPSA Range Officer
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that I have met are great and knowledgeable people, and if you have a few of 
them on your squad it makes for a very efficient match as we all work together.

Having more than one RO also keeps people safer. There are more eyes on the 
shooter to make sure that he is safe and that rules are not broken . . . like 180s and 
foot faults. It is a lot to ask for one person to have to do it all.

The most difficult part of being an RO is having to DQ (disqualify) someone. 
It doesn’t happen often but when it does, it’s not an enjoyable thing to have to do. 
They say that if you compete regularly but haven’t been DQ’d, it will happen at 
some point. I hope that is not the case for me! Safety is so crucial in our sport that 
there is always room for more RO’s.

I would suggest that any of you who are competing in the sport, think about 
taking the RO class. It’s a great way to learn the ins and outs of the sport as well 
as being able to pitch in and make the matches run more smoothly. For all of you 
who are RO’s already, congrats and continue to shoot safe!

Sources include www.uspsa.org webpage.

Range Officer’s Creed
• As a USPSA Range Officer, I shall 

conduct all competitions with the safety 
of the competitors, spectators and fellow 
Range Officials first and foremost in my 
thoughts and actions.

• I shall always be courteous while 
maintaining firm control over my range 
and areas of responsibility.

•  I will always strive to be totally fair and 
impartial in my judgments.

• Safety shall always be my primary 
goal, with efficiency and speed of the 
competition as secondary factors.

• It is a privilege and an honor to serve 
as a Range Officer and I shall act 
accordingly.

• It is my duty to assist all competitors 
in their attempts to accomplish their 
goals and not to hinder them by undue 
harassment and authoritarian behavior.

• I shall put aside personal prejudices and 
act as an impartial judge at all times.

• I shall keep my opinions to myself and 
shall not be critical of any individual 
beyond the field of contest.

• I will thoroughly familiarize myself 
with all current regulations, match rules 
and attendant subjects.

• I will be firm and fair in all judgmental 
calls made during the course of a stage, 
and be prepared to state in a clear and 
concise manner my reasons for such 
calls to the particular competitor or any 
Range Official.

• During the course of a stage, my attention 
shall be clearly focused on the particular 
competitor I am assigned to observe, 
and I shall not permit my attention to be 
misdirected or lax.

• Prior to and during a stage, I shall never 
consume any alcoholic beverage or 
narcotic. I understand that if I violate 
this rule, I may be suspended or barred 
from serving as a Range Official in the 
future.

• I shall confer only with my fellow Range 
Officers and Match Officials concerning 
the behavior of any competitor and any 
decisions to be rendered.

• I shall exercise due consideration for the 
personal emotions of any competitor, 
and shall act in a manner so as not to 
embarrass or disturb the competitor any 
more than is absolutely necessary.

• I shall strive to never give even the 
appearance of wrongdoing.

 “..if you intend to 
compete in USPSA 
matches, you 
should know the 
rules.”
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TriStar’s Raptor 
Youth Shotgun

• Manual E-Z load magazine cut-off
• Vented rib with matted sight plane
• Fiber optic sight
• 5-round magazine (shot plug included)
• Chrome-lined chamber and barrel
• Swivel studs
• Average weight: 6.1 lbs.
• Stock Dimensions: 1 ½” x 2 ½” x 13”
  

There are more youth 
model shotguns all the 
time. There is a good reason 
for that; there is a higher 
demand for younger juniors 
and smaller stature youth 
starting out in the shooting 
sports. The shotgun shooting 
sports such as trap, skeet, 
and sporting clays, as well 
as organizations such as 
the Scholastic Clay Target 
Program (SCTP) are seeing 
this increased interest. I 
really like to see companies 
coming out with youth 
models as our youth are the 
future of the shooting sports.

TriStar has expanded 
its popular Raptor line in 
2014 with the addition of 
a 20-gauge Raptor Youth 
model dipped in Muddy Girl 
camouflage and a version 
featuring the Vista Next 
Micro Print pattern.  

Both new models are gas 
operated with a 24-inch 
barrel, and come with a fiber 
optic front sight, swivel 
studs, and three choke tubes 
(IC, M, F). 

20 Gauge Raptor Features:

PROOFED



The Raptor also provides a 3-inch 
chamber to take 2 ¾-inch or 3-inch 
shells and allows shooters to use both 
light and heavy waterfowl loads.

We were lucky to get one of 
the Raptor Muddy Girls” in for 
evaluation: The fit was good. The 
length of pull came out to be ????. 
It functioned well right out of the 
box with not one jam and Madey 
(our junior tester) was breaking clays 
with it immediately. Here is what she 
had to say:

Madey “The gun was really girly 
and had multi camo set of colors not 
just pink camo. It was cool out of the 
box. First impression was that it was 
a little small and light weight. Perfect 
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The Raptor also provides a 3-inch 
chamber to take 2-¾-inch or 3-inch 
shells and allows shooters to use both 
light and heavy waterfowl loads.

We were lucky to get a Raptor 
“Muddy Girl” in for evaluation: The fit 
was good. The length of pull came out 
to be 13-inches. It functioned well right 
out of the box with not one jam and 
Madey (our junior tester) was breaking 
clays with it immediately. Here is what 
she had to say:

Madey, “The gun was really girly 
and had a multi-camo set of colors, not 
just pink camo. It was cool out of the 
box. First impression was that it was a 
little small and lightweight – perfect for 
a younger age group and easy to hold 
up. The synthetic stock was perfect for 
duck hunting. I don’t like to take wood-
stock guns hunting because of the 
damage that may occur. The synthetic 
stock was really cool and different. It 
didn’t kick as bad. The fit was perfect 
and I’m pretty tall. Only thing I didn’t 
like about it for me was that it was a 
little small, but that’s a good thing as 
it’s hard to find small guns for smaller 
youth shooters. The function was 
excellent. Since it was brand new it was 
not stiff, but not smooth yet. Shooting it 
and breaking it in smoothed it right out. 
It was perfect for Dalton as a smaller 
kid with a 20-gauge. I would love one 
for duck hunting in full size and the 
same color just like it!”

The MSRP for the 20-gauge Raptor 
Youth camouflage is $489.00 while the 
20-gauge Raptor Youth Muddy Girl 
pattern is $459.00.

By Andy Fink and Madey Trujillo (14)

For more information about TriStar Arms 
and its products, visit www.tristararms.com

PROOFED
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The youth shooting sports demographic has changed in a positive 
way over the last several years, moving from predominantly male 
to a greater balance of male and female shooters. There continues 
to be, however, a significant lack of female shooting coaches 
across all shooting sports disciplines. This is totally logical, in my 
opinion, as the usual time progression for shooters moves from 
youth shooter to adult shooter and, possibly, adult coach. I believe 
there is an untapped resource out there to change this pattern, as 
waiting for our many young female shooters to become coaches 
and mentors does not need to be the only way to increase female 
shooting coaches. 

How do I know this? As a 42-year-old widow and mother of 
three youth shooters, I was asked by their coach to try the sport, 
just for fun. I declined twice but, being a good Minnesotan, politely 
accepted on the third offer and shot 2/25. My score was bad, 
clearly, but a spark was ignited in me and I was hooked on both 
the sport and shooting competition! Within my first year I logged 
in over 10,000 targets in practice and competition, completed the 
NRA Level 1 Shotgun Coach class, and started helping the coach 
who first introduced me to the sport. 

Was I, initially, afraid to try and, more accurately, afraid to 
fail, especially in front of my children and everyone else at the 
club? Absolutely. Ultimately, though, it was the encouragement 
I received from coaches, parents, fellow shooters and, especially, 
the pride of my children and my love of the game that propelled 
me forward. 

Now, as an NRA Certified Level II Shotgun Coach and a 
member of the National Shotgun Coach Development Staff, I 
train, mentor, and encourage women to take their own leap of 
faith to become shooters and coaches. I encourage you to reach 
out to mothers, sisters, aunts, female friends – these are just some 
of the many women in our shooters’ lives who have the potential 
to become influential, impactful coaches and mentors. 

In Minnesota I mentor several women coaches who, like me, 
had never shot a gun before adulthood but are now positively 
influencing hundreds of youth as successful coaches. Coaching 
doesn’t stop with our athletes; it extends to finding those who 
can impact positive change in our disciplines and coaching them 
toward success. 

Mothers of youth shooters are some of my favorite people. 
Granted, that may be because I started out as a mother of youth 
shooters before also becoming a shooter and, ultimately, a coach, 
but mostly it’s because there is something very powerful about a 
mother committed to your shooting program. Many of my hardest 
workers, organized and dedicated volunteers, and most passionate 
coaches are women. Several did not start out this way and, in fact, 
did not want their children participating in shooting sports at all! 

A few tips, choice words, and education usually help even the 
most cautious, protective parent to view shooting sports in a more 
constructive light.

As a coach I am particularly tuned in to all attendees on 
registration day, with youth shooters usually very excited and 
parents in tow. In my experience, I find parents with reservations, 
usually mothers, wait until the paperwork is done before asking 
questions regarding safety, procedure, or expectations. This is a 
crucial time and one not to be brushed off. The question you are 
really being asked is, “Will my child be safe?” Know that it is not 
enough to simply tell a parent that yes, everything will be fine – it 
is your responsibility as coach to prove safety is first and foremost 
in your program.

Part of the requirement for all our shooters, from new shooters to 
our national competition squads, is to attend our 30-minute safety 
class annually. No exceptions. We also require parents new to our 

program to attend, followed by a new shooter orientation, another 
30-45 minute class outlining expectations, responsibilities, and 
the basics of our sport. During this time I see the biggest change 
in parent attitude as, most often, fear is predicated by a lack of 
information. 

We follow this with a question-and-answer session, and end 
with a call for adult volunteers! I am always struck by the number 
of women who previously expressed concerns, but after attending 
the safety and procedure classes, they become our biggest support 
system. In fact, many of our shooters’ mothers have asked for 
instruction and some have even started their own league at our 
club!

Education and participation through volunteering is key to 
helping cautious parents become comfortable with all disciplines 
of shooting sports. If a parent expresses concern, rather than being 
dismissive or flippant, invite them in to be a part of the program. 
You will be surprised how inclusion can improve and grow your 
program, change the dynamics of your club and, ultimately, 
solidify the future of shooting sports.

My challenge to you is to encourage women to step forward, ask 
them to become coaches, and have our coaching teams reflect the 
same, changing demographic of our shooters and everyday life. 
It’s a good thing.

Sally Stevens.  Working on her Masters in Sports Psych and 
is a mom/step-mom to eight kids, nine grandkids. She is an NRA 
Shotgun Coach, Level II and a member of the NRA National 
Shotgun Coach Development Staff. She coaches both competitive 
and youth programs, mentors youth and women coaches. She is 
a Board Member of the Minnesota Trapshooting Association. 
She founded and runs a nonprofit for youth competitive shooting 
in Minnesota. She has won the 2009 Minnesota State Ladies 
Handicap Championship, 2011 Heartland Grand Lady Singles 
Championship, 2012 Ohio Lady Handicap Championship, 
Captain of the 2014 Minnesota Lady All-State Team (been on 
the team for six years straight, twice as captain), and co-head 
coach of the 2014 Minnesota State High School League Clay 
Target Champions. 

We NEED MORE 
Women Shooting Coaches

By 
Sally 
Stevens

PROOFED



-- Perfect for club and junior training --

FLINCH? Watch it disappear
by practicing 15 minutes  a day
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They were getting ready to leave the woods…..a couple days of 
seeing nice whitetail bucks but not the right one. 

All of a sudden, “Dad….there he is! Should I shoot him?”  
Dad: “Can you get a decent shot?” 
I guess the rest is just a memory. A memory that will last…..

well, a lifetime!
Congratulations to SCTP athlete Hunter Conrad on bagging 

this monster whitetail on a farm in the heart of Wisconsin. This 
whitetail will score about 193 B&C and field-dressed at about 247 
pounds!

The hunt was courtesy of Wilderness Whitetails and was 
a donation to the SCTP national banquet held last spring in 
Waterford, Wisconsin. The only stipulation was that when it was 
auctioned, a parent/child had to partake in the hunt, and that they 
did. The father, Rob Conrad, bid on the hunt of a lifetime and took 
his son on the pre-arranged weekend. All meals, guides, and cabin 
were furnished. All they had to do was show up and have fun.

Hunter, a long time SCTP athlete and a member of the 2014 JV 
Champion Trap Squad at the SCTP National Championships, said 
he will never forget the great time he had and how thankful he was 
to his father for bidding on the hunt at the banquet.

Shorty and Greg Flees do a fantastic job up at Wilderness 
Whitetails and are always looking for new customers, especially 
those that bring their children for some great family bonding. You 

By: Tom Wondrash / SCTP National Director 

They Were Getting Ready 
to Leave the Woods...

can contact them any time by calling Shorty at (715)572-3344 or 
emailing him at shorty@wildernesswhitetails.com. Please visit 
their website at www.wildernesswhitetails.com.

Great job, Hunter! 
And thank you again to Wilderness Whitetails for the very 

generous donation and for your support of the Scholastic Clay 
Target Program!
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“I play a lot of video games, but I like 
shooting better. I don’t hunt or do any 
shooting other than clays. I like trap best. I 
am the best at trap. 

I first started shooting when I was 11 out 
in the desert with my dad throwing clays in 
the air. I started with the Boise Buckshots 
SCTP club about a year ago. I like it because 
I’m good at it. It is different than other 
sports, completely different. It’s more fun 
than others. I also play lacrosse, but lacrosse 
seems more like work than fun. 

I really enjoy being part of team. It is a 
good team and we compete as a group as well 
as individually. We help each other. We have 
a lot of fun going to tournaments and we do 
pretty well. 

I focus on techniques: hold points, body 
position, and where to place my gun to shoot 
different birds. Gun safety is very important 
and discussed during every practice: how to 
hold, carry, muzzle control.  Our coaches are 
very safety-oriented. I clean my gun, know 
how my gun functions and all of its parts. It 
is just fun.” 

By Andy Fink 
and SCTP 
ShotgunnersThe Boise 

Buckshots  

SCTP

More and more Scholastic Clay Target Program (SCTP) clubs are starting up all across the country. It is fun and they compete both as 
individuals and part of a team; learning teamwork, focus, concentration, patience, gun safety, gun function, responsibility, range safety, 
how to work as a team, and how to interact competitively and socially with respect and consideration for others. Guess what? You don’t 
have to be able to run fast, catch a ball, jump high or be a “jock.” You can just be an average guy or gal out having fun at the range.

The Boise Buckshots are just such a team. They have a bunch of boys and one girl along with some great coaches and of course, 
supportive parents. They shoot trap, skeet, and sporting clays. They have a rapport with each other and other teams. They travel to 
matches and events across the country just like a football or basketball team. However, this is a sport they can both enjoy and remain 
competitive well into their 70s and beyond; a sport that helps mold their character and something to enjoy for the rest of their lives.

Here is what some of these great juniors had to say:

“I first went shooting when I was eight or 
nine, and that was with a .410 shotgun in the 
snow at the Boise Gun Club. The gun was so 
heavy, though it got easier as I got bigger. I 
started shooting in competition in 2011; loved 
it – really fun. The team first started in 2010 and 
we became part of them. I shot in the State SCTP 
Championship and shot trap, sporting clays and 
skeet. I like all three, but love shooting sporting 
clays the best by far.

I first did it for my dad, but then fell in love 
with it and it just came naturally. It is easy and 
so much fun. We (participants) come a lot and 
really stay together. We get to know each other 
more and more each year. I am the only girl on 
the team. Shooting clays gets me out of the house 
and I am catching up to the boys. I get better all 
of the time.

There is so much I have learned: how to handle 
a gun, how the shotgun works, functions and what it does. A gun is just another tool. 
I have learned responsibility in its use and how to take care of it. Gun safety is big. 
They always have a safety briefing. Teamwork is important, working with squads, 
participating as a squad, and competing as a squad – everyone has to do their part. 
It is fun being the only girl and winning more has really increased my confidence.

The most thrilling thing is hitting the target. That is fun. I really enjoy shooting 
sporting clays at Black Dog Range. 

I normally use a Berretta 391 12-gauge semi-auto which I recently got. I shot it 
in the Pacific International Trapshooting Association (PITA) at the beginning of 
October and came in first in Rookie Ladies. There are a lot more girls in Cody, 
Wyoming than there are here. It is more competition and it was a lot of fun. Very few 
girls shoot compared to boys, though.

I think other girls should look at the shotgun shooting sports as a sport. There 
would be more competition. It’s different and fun. You don’t have to train and lift 
weights.  You can just go have fun right off the bat and then get better as you shoot 
more so your training comes kind of naturally. It isn’t like physical training.”

Madey Trujillo (14) Carter Howell (13)
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“I have been shooting on the team for two years. I shoot trap, skeet and sporting 
clays. I first starting shooting when I was six and I got my first BB gun. I first shot my 
uncle’s .22 LR when I was nine. It was the most fun I had at that age.

Shooting trap is the best and maybe that’s because I’m really good at it. It is also the 
one I shoot the most. I like it because I like the feeling when I hit the target and feel 
the recoil. It is really good to be part of a team and to know my teammates are behind 
me. We help each other, backing up each other and improving our team’s score. Same 
thing with the boys. I learned patience, and that it’s not that hard to hit a moving target. 
I also learned about gun handling and function, safety, and I clean my own gun: don’t 
put the barrel on the toe, no loaded gun while walking, keep the action open when not 
shooting, be safe. We talk about gun safety each time. 

I brought a couple of friends to shoot and some had fun, though some couldn’t 
hit. Shooting is both rewarding and you can get shooting scholarships and make a 
career out of a sport you love. I also play football and lacrosse, and I’m thinking 
about wrestling. I shoot archery and got my deer this year with my brother. I like clays 
better than archery. The shotgun is more versatile. Archery and trap competition are so 
different. I like both, but trap is cool.

I started with a little pump Mossberg 20-gauge, then moved to a 20-gauge Remington 
1100, then jumped to grandpa’s Browning Auto-5. I can do more stuff with it because 
it is my grandpa’s and he helps me take care of it. (Editor’s note: The Browning Auto-5 
was the first mass-produced semi-automatic shotgun. It was designed in 1898, patented 
in 1900 and produced for almost 100 years. The last year of production was 1998.) He bought me my first gun, coaches me and got 
me started. It is a really old gun. He got it when he came back from Vietnam. I shoot pellet guns also. I shoot every Sunday when 
I can.” 

“I like shooting better than playing video games. I was 12 when I first started shooting 
and I used a 20-gauge pump action. I love to hunt, usually for turkey, elk and deer. Hunting 
and going out with my dad is fun. 

I like being part of the team. I joined a year ago because dad and I saw some people 
shooting trap and it looked cool, so we tried it. We came to Boise Gun Club and found Sid, 
our coach. We really enjoy it. I like trap better than sporting clays or skeet. I am just better 
at it. I find it easier, but it’s still a challenge as you don’t know what shot is coming next. 

I also participate in wrestling, tennis, football, baseball, kayaking and skiing. Shooting 
is different; it doesn’t really compare to the other sports, but it’s a really fun thing to do.

I am not that interested in competing at a higher level. I like shooting as something fun 
to do to get out of the house, and I want to do it for the rest of my life. I haven’t really 
discussed shooting with my general friends, just other shooters I know.”

Colin Goulding (13)

Kevin Chase (14)

“I was 12 when I joined the team. I shoot 
a pump 12-gauge shotgun, mostly trap and 
skeet. I go hunting as well, mostly for duck, 
elk, and deer. Dad got me involved in it. 
It is fun and a good opportunity to make 
friends along the way with people that have 
something in common with you. I like skeet 
the best. It is the most action-based. I enjoy 
it the best and it’s the most challenging. I 
am probably worse at it than sporting clays 
and trap, but like it the best.

Shooting with a team is better than being 
solo. We compare scores, help each other 
out, and influence each other. We learn 
about teamwork, talk to each other, and get 
ideas on how to shoot the birds. 

Keep your mind open and listen better 
as it helps concentration and focus. Be 
responsible and think about the gun and be 
careful. Our coaches always cover safety 
every time we shoot. 

I also play golf and ski a lot. Golfing and 
shooting are very similar and have a lot of 
the same aspects while skiing is completely 
different. Go team, shoot first!

More juniors should get involved. Come 
out, make new friends and learn about gun 
safety. There is no sensation like shooting a 
clay pigeon. It builds your self-confidence 
and makes you feel good.”

Josh McMurran (15)
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Tom Wondrash
SCTP National Program Director

Email: twondrash@sssfonline.com

“Shooting is much better than video games; video games don’t even come close. I 
started shooting at 11 using a .22 with my dad and my cousins. I started shotgun at 13 with 
my dad who took me out with a youth Remington 870 and we shot clays. I joined the team 
in 2012. I like skeet the best. My favorite is doubles and I am the best at it.

I love shooting, getting out and being a part of the team, and shooting a couple of boxes. 
I never compete in other shooting sports. I also play baseball and used to do paintball. 
There are different aspects in each sport, but it is fun to go out there and shoot clays, and it 
takes up my whole summer. It’s great and it gets me ready for hunting and baseball.

I have learned a lot about such things as safety. I learned how to lead the bird, and I 
really improved on my fundamentals. Responsibility is important: how to take care of the 
gun, help out the squad, and not to let the other guys down. The coaches cover safety when 
they go out, teaching how to unload and to keep the gun pointed in safe direction.”

Check out the Scholastic Clay Target Program in your area at:
http://sssfonline.org/scholastic-clay-target-program/

“I like shooting over video games. It gets me out of the house. 
I work on my concentration, focus, and it helps me when I’m 
hunting. I mostly hunt migratory birds. 

I started in 2013 and joined the team last year in the middle 
of summer. I like skeet the most. It gives me all different angles 
and is good practice for hunting because of that. I have made 
friends, learned life skills, and have fun. We help each other, 
have teamwork and encourage new shooters; don’t be shy. 

My shotgun is a Beretta 12-gauge 682 O/U. It is my 
responsibility to keep the gun protected and always employ gun 
safety. We cover gun safety pretty regularly. I clean my own gun. 

Dad got me shooting. He said this might be fun as he did 
it when he was a kid. He was right! I also play soccer. I like 
shooting better than soccer. It is something I am better at and I 
am a gun person over other sports. I shoot rifles and pistols, but 
only shoot shotgun competitively. I have shot Airsoft guns.

It’s fun to shoot with team friends from Boise, though I am 
from Mountain Home. We made a home range out there that’s 
fun so I don’t have to go to Boise. I miss the team members, but 
I can shoot at my range during the week.”

“I don’t play video games. I was eight when I shot a little 20-gauge 
shotgun – pretty fun. I shoot a Browning Gold Hunter. I shoot every Sunday 
and sometimes on Wednesday. I shoot leagues and stuff. I’m very interested 
in competing at a higher level. I also like archery. I got my first deer with 
my brother this year. We also go hunting for birds, elk, deer, and see bear in 
the future. We enjoy hunting and being in the woods. 

I started on the team in about 2011. It’s a fun sport, I’m good at it, and get 
to hang out with friends. It is something I also can do in the future. I would 
like to make shooting a career. It would be a really fun job. I learned a lot 
about patience. I used to shoot way too fast. You have to have teamwork as 
this is both an individual and a team sport. The coaches emphasize safety 
every weekend and we have a little talk. 

I have friends at school that shoot and hunt. I don’t hear any bad comments 
on being in the shooting sports at school. I have shot Airsoft for fun. I have 
never done any other shooting sports except clays. 

Shooting clays has given me a chance to be good at something. It is an 
easy sport to get into. There is no specific kind of person you have to be as 
it is a very universal sport – and it’s really fun.

I play a lot of football. I like shooting better if had to choose. I’m okay at 
football but not an all-star. I love shooting the shotgun sports.”

Dylan Runyan(13)

Jared McMorrow (16)

Michael Goulding (15)
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Olympic trap is one of the ISSF shooting events introduced to 
the Olympic program in 1900; the current version was introduced 
in 1950. In international competitions, the course of fire is 125 
shots and sometimes up to 250. There is a 25-shot final for the top 
six competitors. Olympic trap is also referred to as international 
and/or bunker trap.

Olympic trap uses 15 fixed-angle machines as opposed to the 
single oscillating machine used in American trap or DTL. The 
15-machine, computer-controlled program is designed to deliver 
10 left, 10 right, and 5 straight-away targets to each competitor in 
a randomized sequence. A microphone release system is employed 
to provide uniformity in target release times.

The process of a round is as follows: There are six shooters, one 
to each station, with the sixth shooter initially starting at a holding 
station immediately behind shooter number one. At the beginning 
of the first round of the day, test firing is allowed at the referee’s 
permission. Upon receiving the start signal, the first shooter has 
10 seconds to call for his target. After firing at his target, the first 
shooter waits for the second shooter to complete firing, then moves 
to station two, with the shooter on station six smoothly moving to 
station one. This procedure continues through the squad until the 
completion of the round.

Generally, the round is refereed by a person on the line, behind 
the shooters. They use a bicycle-type horn or similar to signal 
lost targets. He is assisted by one or two flankers to either side of 
the bunker who keep score. With modern technology, computer 
screens are now used both at the bunker and perhaps in the 
clubhouse showing the rounds’ progress. In major matches, there 
will be a large board, perhaps 1 × 2.5 m (4 × 8 feet) or so, to one 
side that shows the scoring status clearly to all with large tiles: 
white to show hits, red to show misses.

By: Tom Wondrash
SCTP National Director 

Olympic
Trap

The guns may be loaded—but open-actioned—between stations 
1 through 5. The gun must be unloaded and open in the walk from 
station five back to one. The unloading must be done BEFORE the 
shooter makes the turn to step off station five. This open-action 
requirement alone tends to discourage the use of auto-loading 
shotguns as it is time-consuming to unload if the second shell is 
not used. Additionally, there are issues of reliability and the loss of 
the advantage a more open choke of the over-under shotgun type 
can provide for the first shot.

Since the UIT, now ISSF, mandated the 24 gram (7/8 ounce) 
shot load effective back in 1991, chokes have tended to become 
tighter. Often competitors will use 0.64–0.72 mm (0.025–0.030 
inch) for the first barrel and 0.80–1.00 mm (0.032–0.040 inch) for 
the second. Guns are regulated to shoot dead on or, at most 5–8 
cm (2–3 inches) high. Considerable effort is expended to ensure a 
perfect fit as the relatively high 100 km/h (68 mph) exit speed of 
the target allows no time for conscious compensation of a poor fit 
as it so often can occur in the slower 64 km/h (40 mph) exit speed 
target games of American trap and skeet.

The SCTP conducts two Junior Olympic Development Camps 
or JODC’s each year, one in May and another in August. These 
camps are designed to spur interest in athletes (that are already 
pretty good American discipline shooters) and encourage them to 
shoot the international disciplines. Besides the camps, the SCTP 
also conducts a national championship event held at Ft. Carson, 
Colorado, in conjunction with USA Shooting and the Olympic 
Training Center! Up to four talented athletes will make USA 
Shootings’ National Junior Team as a result of the SCTP National 
Championships held in Colorado.

Check out our website at www.sssfonline.org for camp 
applications and dates of the SCTP National Championships!

PROOFED
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of a Competitive Shooter
By: Sydney Rockwell (14) Hi! My name is Sydney Rockwell and I am a 14-year-old 

competitive shooter living in Knoxville, Tennessee.
When I was 9, I took the Hunter Safety Course and started 

hunting and shooting rifles with my uncle and dad. I took my 
first buck when I was 10. I was hooked immediately and it 
also gave me an appreciation and respect for firearms, and 
taught me firearm safety. I love hunting deer and I go every 
season with my uncle and dad. However, I didn’t really have 
the opportunity to handle a pistol until my mom took me 
with her last year on my 13th birthday to her all-women’s 
shooting club, Aphrodite Shooters. I was the youngest one 
there, but everyone was very welcoming and encouraging.

From the very first day, I loved shooting. I couldn’t 
wait to go shoot again! I started shooting a .22 caliber and 
quickly graduated to a 9mm. One of the owners of Tactical 
Advantage Corporation, Eric Matson, generously offered to 
coach and sponsor me, and with his help and training I have 
come a really long way in less than a year.

I am currently sponsored and coached by Norsemen 
TCG. Other sponsors include AR-15 Gun Owners of 
America, CherryBalmz Weapons Lubricants, Windrock 
Shooting Range, Carbon Arms Corp, KE arms, Generation 
III Gun, Flash Thunderworks, Aphrodite Shooters, 
Athena Compliance and Training, and Tactical Advantage 
Corporation. 

I am classified as Marksman in IDPA and am hoping soon 
to move up to Sharpshooter in the IDPA levels. I also shoot 
steel plate, and I have recently begun shooting in USPSA 
and 3-Gun, which I LOVE! In October 2014, I attended the 
USAMU’s junior clinic at Ft. Benning, Georgia, where I had 
the unique opportunity to train with members of the USAMU 
team. In 2015, I hope to shoot in more 3-Gun competitions 
– as many as my parents’ budget will allow! As of right 
now, all of my guns are “borrowed”, but two of my sponsors 
are working on securing a rifle (Fighting SheepDog) and a 
shotgun (AR-15 GOA) just for me! 

In addition to the shooting sports, I am the Student Council 
Vice President at West Valley Middle School where I am 
enrolled in all-honors 8th grade courses and an advanced 
placement class for high school credit. I am a member of 
the LPGA Girl’s Golf and received the Leadership Award 
for the 2014 season. I also coach kids’ golf clinics during 
the summer. I am the oldest of four girls and help with my 
younger sisters at home. 

My real passion is the shooting sports. I am hopeful that I 
will earn a college scholarship to a college that has a shooting 
team, and after that I have my sights set on a successful 
career as a competitive shooter!

I strive to always do my best in competition and school, 
and to make my sponsors proud of me. 

Thanks for taking the time to read a little bit about me. I 
hope to see more and more young ladies getting involved in 
the shooting sports. 

Please visit my Facebook page, “Competitive Shooter 
Sydney Rockwell”. My parents and I keep it updated with 
video and photos of competitions and training sessions. 
Thank you so much for your time and consideration! 

From the very first day, I 
loved shooting!
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